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Shaoshan, the hometown of Chairman Mao, is located in mid-eastern Hunan, and 
has already been known by people at home and abroad. Mr. Mao's former residence 
and a few Mao’s ancestral temples are well-preserved in Shaoshan, where also has 
many other traditional architectural relics. To analysis the natural and social 
information behind dwellings and ancestral temple, this paper founded on the basis of 
these data collected by using the major fieldwork methods, such as observation, 
interview and literature method. 
This paper composes of four major parts. The first part shows the natural and 
social situations of Shaoshan City. The second part describes the history, pattern, and 
components of single building of dwellings and ancestral temple, including dwellings 
such as Mr. Mao’s former residence, the Mid-level House, the Yintian Shop, and 
ancestral temple of Mao, Maozhen, Maojian, Pang and Zou. The third part includes 
chapter 5 and 6, and presents culture of dwellings and ancestral temple in static and 
dynamic perspectives. The site selection, material selection, and the festival worship 
reflected the dynamic state, and a number of components with specific cultural 
connotations reflected the static state. The fourth part summarizes the features of 
Shaoshan’s traditional architectures and its cultural connotations. 
The author argues that, to a large extent, the site selection, material selection, 
pattern, towards of dwellings in Shaoshan are impacted by the nature. On the other 
side, these ancestral temples are more restricted by social conditions such as culture 
and regime. Dwellings and ancestral temple are trying to go after profits and avoid 
disadvantages by special behaviors such as Fengshui selection, time selection and 
praising the beams. The simple dwellings present many individual families. One 
ancestral temple pursuit of spectacular, because it presents a clan and it is the face of 
all clansmen. The clan has maintained all members by compiling genealogy, festival 















the right to building ancestral temples. Ritualization is the way that both dwellings 
and ancestral temple realizing its space meaning. Besides, like most traditional 
buildings in China, the traditional buildings of Shaoshan also contain the concept of 
“Harmony between Nature and Human” and to some extent are influenced by the 
Patriarch System in China.  
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